CHAPTER -7
RELATIONS BETWEEN MAN AND NATURE

Common Features

By Nature, we mean all living beings on earth other than the human, as well as
all non-living things. The three religions, Hinduism, Christianity and Islam, say that
Nature and its resources should be used by man carefully, without wasting them.

SPECIAL FEATURES
(1) Hinduism

According to Hinduism, Nature is but the modification (parinama) of the five
elements (panchabhuta: earth, water, fire, air and ether- Akasa) and God manifests
Himself in the form of Nature for the purpose of fulfilling the Law of Karma. Billions
of beings from the smallest insect to the biggest animal in the world assume their
forms in accordance with fruits of their Karma. Therefore, Hindus believe that Nature
is not created only or mainly for the enjoyment of man and that therefore, human
beings must live in harmony with it. In making use of Nature, human beings must
practise ahimsa or non-injury to the maximum extent possible. It is recognised that
in the ordinary course of living, men do commit 'hirnsa1 in regard to vegetable life
and insects. These are called Pancha Sunas, for the expiation of which man is
directed to perform five MahaYagnas : Brahma Yagna or the study of theVedas, Pitru
Yagna or libations to ancestors, Deva Yagna or offerings to fire for the gods, Bhuta
Yagna or giving food to animals and birds and Manushya Yagna or entertaining
guests. The moral implication of the above direction and the related rituals is that
need and not greed should govern the use of natural resources by man. The
emphasis of Hinduism on vegetarianism, sacred groves, cow-worship and kindness
to animals and birds is the consequence of this concept of Nature. But over centuries,
all these ideas underwent serious distortions and acquired needless rigidities and
far-fetched interpretations.

(2) Christianity

The Bible declares that man is created to civilise the earth and is therefore
expected to exercise dominion on all other forms of life. According to Genesis 1:28,
God said "Be fruitful and multiply, and replenish the earth and subdue it: and have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living
thing that moveth upon the earth". This statement has, of late, been interpreted to
mean that man would fail in his office of dominion, if he were to exploit the natural
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